Special Education


Disabilities


The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) lists and defines thirteen disabilities. They are: autism, deaf-blindness, auditory impairment, emotional disturbance, mental retardation, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health impairment, learning disability, speech impairment, traumatic brain injury, visual impairment, or non-categorical early childhood.

The Pre-Referral and Referral Processes


A student may be referred for a Full Individual Evaluation (FIE) by the Student Assistance Team (SAT) of his or her campus. Teachers, parents, or other professionals can refer a student by contacting the counselor of the student's home campus. At the time of a referral the campus counselor will review with parents their parental rights and the procedural safeguards provided by IDEA.

At the completion of the FIE, and Individual Education Program (IEP) meeting will be convened with parents in attendance. A student is determined eligible or not eligible for special education as a student with a disability at the IEP meeting. If eligible, the IEP team members determine the student's individual needs and develop an Individual Education Program for the student. The IEP will address those services the student will receive and how the services will be implemented.
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Parent and Community Involvement

In the Van Vleck Independent School District, parent and community involvement are believed to be essential to a quality education. When parents participate as volunteers, as co-implementers of their child's specific educational goals, and as a committee and/or PTO members, they become partners in the planning and teaching of their child.

It is important that when visiting and/or volunteering in schools and classrooms that parents/volunteers remember to sign-in at the school office. Parents/volunteers are also asked to remember that the mission of the classroom teacher is directed toward the lesson being provided for the students and the teacher should not be interrupted. Questions should be saved for parent/teacher conferences. Van Vleck ISD also places high value on confidentiality and reminds parents and volunteers that information about students must not be repeated.
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Instructional Services
In Van Vleck ISD, each student with a disability has an Individual Education Plan that has been developed to meet his/her educational needs. VVISD provides a variety of instructional settings and services. They include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Content Mastery
Eligible students who receive instruction in the general education curriculum may access the services of a special education teacher for support. These students leave the general education classroom and report to the special education classroom for assistance.

· Extended School Year
Eligible students may receive special education services during extended school breaks.

· Extracurricular Activities
Each VVISD campus sponsors some before and/or after school activities. All eligible students may participate. If a parent has questions about an activity or wants to determine the appropriateness of the activity for his or her child, the parent should contact the campus sponsoring the activity. Van Vleck ISD does not exclude students from participation based on a disability.

· General Education
Most students with disabilities receive instruction in the general education classroom. Teachers follow the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) objectives for the grade level or content area. Special education staff monitors all eligible students. The general education teacher may provide modifications to the TEKS if it is indicated in the student's IEP.

[image: image13.wmf][image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf]
· Homebound Instruction
Students who, based on the determination of a medical doctor, will be out of school for a minimum of 4 weeks may be eligible for instruction in a hospital/home setting.

· Related Services
In order for some students with disabilities to make adequate progress in their educational program, they require additional services in the school environment. Examples of such services are occupational therapy, physical therapy, transportation, and health services.
· Resource Classes
Special education instruction for less than 50% of the school day.

· Self-Contained Classes
Special education instruction for 50% or more of the school day.

· Speech Therapy
Eligible students are served during the school day by a speech/language pathologist.

· Vocational Classes
Eligible students who are at least 16 years old may attend Vocational Adjustment Class (VAC) and receive High School credits. Obtaining and maintaining a job and receiving a salary are part of the VAC program.

· Other
Other special education instructional settings are available outside of VVISD and in conjunction with the Matagorda County Educational Services Co-operative.
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