
              

 

 

   

Important Dates  

2/20  DEIC Meeting 3:45 pm 
  SHAC Meeting 4:45 pm 
  School Board Meeting 7:00 pm 
 
2/24  Last day of 4

th
 6 weeks 

2/27  1
st
 day of 5

th
 6 weeks 

3/2*   Student Holiday 
Staff Waiver Day 
*Revised Calendar 
 

3/7  State Assessment Testing 
 
3/5, 3/8-9 TAKS Re-Testing 
 
3/12-3/16 Spring Break 

3/19  School Board Meeting 7:00 pm 

3/26  {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǊǳƳ сΥлл ǇƳ 

4/3  State Assessment Testing 

4/5  Early Out 12:30 

4/6  Good Friday: Holiday 

4/13   Last day of 5
th

 6 weeks 

4/16  First day of 6
th

 6 weeks 

4/24-4/27 State Assessment Testing 

5/15  TAKS Re-Testing 

5/20  Baccalaureate 

5/21  DEIC/SHAC Meeting 

5/28  Memorial Day Holiday 

5/31  Early Out 12:30 
Graduation 
Project Graduation Party  
 

*The School Board voted to move the Student 

Holiday/Staff Waiver day from Friday, March 9, 2012 to 

Friday, March 2, 2012 due to TAKS re-testing and to 

coincide with the Matagorda County Fair dates.  
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From the Desk of  
John R. OõBrien 

 

      

 

As in many districts aross 

Texas, educators at  Van Vleck 
ISD have concerns about many 

things including: fostering student 
engagement, helping students 

develop critical thinking skills, 

keeping students motivated, and 
exposing students to higher level 

thinking experiences. 

 Van Vleck ISD staff is 

shifting their paradigm and 

involving students in the learning 
process as producers of 

knowledge, not merely consumers 
of a teacherïdirected lesson. 

Students are being encouraged to 
be hands-on with real -life 

applications of the lessons. 

 As the state of Texas 
continues to make changes in 

curriculum, graduation 
requirements, and state 

assessments, we move into the 

second decade of the 21st century. 
We as educators are striving to 

meet the needs of all students and 
narrow the gap among student 

populations while fostering critical 

thinking skills by increasing 
participation. 

We are truly proud of the 
efforts of our staff, students, 

parents,and community members 
in our joint effort to make Van 

Vleck ISD the best its ever been.  

John R. OõBrien 

 

Annually we take the 

time to focus on the crucial role 
an elected board of trustees 
plays in our communities and 
schools. We appreciate all of 
our past and current board 
members for their dedication 
and hard work. They are all 
extraordinary people who 
voluntarily tackle the enormous 
job of governing school 
districts. Their actions and 
decisions affect the present and 
future lives of our children. 

 

Van Vleck ISD 

 School Board 

file:///F:/VVISD_11-12_CALENDAR(Revised_12-12-11.pdf
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LEOPARD LUMINARIES  

Van Vleck ISD School Board recognizes different 

Leopard Luminaries (our successful students 

throughout the district) every month. Students, 

board members, administrators and guests 

proudly recite the United States Pledge and the 

Texas State Pledge before every meeting. 
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 Van Vleck ISD Central Office Highlights 

Central Office 

Administration Hosts  

Annual  

Holiday Luncheon  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TEAM VVISD  Resiliency  
 

The 2011-12 school year has been one of 
resiliency for Van Vleck ISD Staff. While 

the Texas public education funding is in a 
huge state of disarray, Van Vleck ISD 

Administration has worked diligently with 

all staff members to control the purse 
strings and maximize our resources for the betterment 

of our students.  It is imperative that we are mindful 
that the state leadership has made the claim that the 

only way to make things better is to dramatically cut 

every part of state g overnment, 
including education. The entire 

staff at Van Vleck ISD has 
remained vigilant and has 

maintained the Leopard Fighting 
Spirit in all facets across the 

district, despite the many 

challenges facing all schools in 
the state and across the nation. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Excellent Financial  
Audit Report  

 
VVISD Annual Audit was recently released for 
2010-2011 school year. In January, Reed & 
Associates presented an excellent report 
regarding VVISDôs finances. VVISD 
Administration was able to put money back 
into our Fund Balance due to careful planning, 
cooperation, and preparation.  

 

 

Van Vleck ISD Curriculum & Instruction 

Department is now using DMAC (Data Management 

for Assessment and Curriculum). The rationale for 

doing so is to supply VVISD educators with the tools 

and services necessary to develop and improve the 

quality of education provided to students.  This 

software was designed for educators by educators. 

What can VVISD  do with DMAC?  

¶ Data disaggregation  

¶ Benchmarking  

¶ Assessment  

¶ Student Achievement/Progress Monitoring  

¶ Curriculum  

¶ Planning  

¶ And much more  

https://www.dmac -solutions.net/home.aspx 

 

Van Vleck ISD receives large st 
grant in First Book History  

 

Mr. Robert Garrett, retired 

teacher and representative 

of First Book- Matagorda, 

presented Van Vleck ISD 

with a grant that will 

provide VVISD students in 

grades PK-6
th
 three brand 

new books each this year. 

https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/state_assessment.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/assessments.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/TAG.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/RtI.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/CIA.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/SIP.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/solutions/summary.aspx
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/home.aspx
http://www.firstbook.org/
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First Book - Matagorda, the local chapter of the 

national nonprofit organization, provides new books 

to children, addressing one of the most important 

factors affecting literacy ï access to books!! Books 

are ordered from an online book bank. Other 

recipients in the county are Palacios Library, Boys 

and Girls Club-Matagorda County, and Womenôs 

Crisis Center. Van Vleck ISD proudly thanks our 

donors: The Trull Foundation, Gulf Coast Medical 

Foundation, Matagorda County United Way, Wells 

Fargo Bank and many more. 

 

Superintendent Forum s 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Superintendent of Van Vleck ISD, John R. 
OôBrien, invites all patrons served by our district to 
attend meetings designed to openly share 
suggestions and concerns regarding the 
educational system; discuss ways to improve the 
service and communication with parents and 
interested stakeholders, and; receive reports 
highlighting major activities in our school.  
The first meeting was held at the VVISD Board 
Room beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday  
December 8, 2011. The next Superintendentôs 
Forum is on Monday, March 26, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 
also at the VVISD Board Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van Vleck Elementary & 

E Rudd Intermediate Highlights 

 

Annual Fall Festival  

 Enjoyed By All  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Veteranôs Day Ceremony 
11 -11 -11  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Members of all military  branches were 

honored for their years of service and 

dedication. Pictured above (left) is E . 

Rudd Intermediate Secretaryôs, Mrs. Kay Atherton, husband, 

Lloyd Atherton, who stands at attention as his military song was 

played. All branches of the military w ere represented during the 

ceremony. Pictured right is the Missing Man Table. Mrs. Greer 

explained to the students  and guests about the Honors Ceremony 

and the meaning of each symbol on the table.  
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Lisa and Ken Bacon were both honored at this 

yearõs Van Vleck Elementary and E. Rudd 

Intermediate Veteranõs Day ceremony for their 

dedication to our country and their service in the 

military. Also pictured were members of the 

 Matagorda County Calvary. 

 
21 st  Century Classrooms  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are using IPADS for TPRI tests, AR 
tests, digital lessons, and much more!  

 

VVE & E Rudd UIL Winners  

 

Students from 

Van Vleck 

Elementary 

and E. Rudd 

Intermediate 

competed 

against 

many other 

schools recently in 

several events at 

the UIL 

competition in 

Boling, Texas. 

Principal, Sarah 

Roper, is 

extremely proud of all of the students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amelia Frahm, Famous 

Childrenôs Book Author, reads 

book to 4 th  and 5 th  grade 

Nuclear  Power  

Interesting Fact:  
Mrs. Frahm is the 

niece  of our beloved 

and former E . Rudd 
Science Teacher, 

Loretta Cox.  

 

http://nutcrackerpublishing.com/nuclear-power-how-a-

nuclear-power-plant-really-works/ 

http://nutcrackerpublishing.com/nuclear-power-how-a-nuclear-power-plant-really-works/
http://nutcrackerpublishing.com/nuclear-power-how-a-nuclear-power-plant-really-works/
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OH Herman Middle School Highlights 

Duke Talent Search  

Mr. Ros and Mrs. Weathers are honored to announce 

that several seventh grade students were recognized in the 

Duke Talent Search. 

 

 

Kittens Host Girls and Boys   
 Basketball Tournaments  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Powerset &  ñWIT ò Clubs Have 
Active Year  ï VVISD, 

Internationally Known  
 
Earlier this year, Powerset and WIT students, 

led by Mr. Holubec, Ms. Huber, and Mrs. Sliva, hosted a 
dinner for International Delegates from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Nuclear 
Power Institute (NPI) and Texas A&M University. 

OH Herman UIL Winners  

Van Vleck High School 

Highlights 

http://www.iaea.org/
http://www.nuclearpowerinstitute.org/
http://www.nuclearpowerinstitute.org/
http://www.nuclearpowerinstitute.org/http:/www.nuclearpowerinstitute.org/files/2011/11/POWER-SET-Brochure-2011.pdf
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Recently, 31 Nuclear Graduates  from 

the UK  came to Van Vleck High School on 
their tour of Texas after having previously 
stopped at Texas A& M University and The 
South Texas Nuclear Plant. According to Ms. 
Huber, the opportunities NPI give s our 
students  are invaluable in teaching our 
students to be good citizens in the global 
community.  Huber reports that the Nuclear  
graduate s made a huge impre ssion on our 
students .   

National Honor Society  
Induction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FFA Leadership Success  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Van Vleck FFA Chapter has had a very  

successful year so far. Agricultural Science Advisors, Wayne 

Bender and Gary Ashton, Officers, and FFA Members are 

busy preparing for the Motherôs Banquet in February and 

Fatherôs Banquet in April, as well as the Livestock, Ag 

Mechanics Show, Home Economics, and Public Speaking 

Events for the Matagorda County Fair & Livestock Show.  

http://sites.google.com/site/mcflasite/ 

 

Matagorda Regional Medical Center 
supports Lady Leps Softball 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tiffany Foltyn of Matagorda Regional Medical Center 
proudly presents a new sound system to Softball Coach, Rebecca 

Clements, and the Lady Leps Softball Players 
 

Inductees dress up like hobos and sing a song at the 
last pep rally after years of hard work! 

http://sites.google.com/site/mcflasite/
http://www.nuclearpowerinstitute.org/
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OH Herman 

 Middle School 
Principal: Joe Ros 

Counselor: Michelle Weathers 

Secretary/Attendance: 
Shirley White 

Nurse: Shelly Park 
 

TEAM VVISD : 
 

Our Students  

Our Staff  

Our Parents  

Our Community  

Van Vleck Elementary 

Principal: Sarah Roper 

Asst. Prin.: Charles Wright 

Counselor: Sue Holden 

District Nurse: Kim Wied 

Secretary: Susie Matchett 

Attendance Clerk: Carolyn Shelton 

  
 
 

VVISD thanks: 

CONOCO Phillips 

Matagorda Regional 

Medical Center 

Noonan Parmer Foundation 

STP 

Texas A&M University  

Trull Foundation  

University of Texas 

 

For their Industry & 

Community Support 

 

E Rudd Intermediate 

Principal: Sarah Roper 

Counselor: Sue Holden 

Secretary/Attendance:  

Kay Atherton 

 

S w  e e t  

M e s s a g e s 

I  n i t  i a t  e 

L o v  i  n  g 

E x c h  a n  g e s 

 

Support 

The  

Class of 2012 

Project Graduation 

Donate Today! 

 

Go Leps &  
Lady Leps  

Van Vleck High School  

Principal:  David Holubec  
Asst. Prin.:  Charles Wright  

Counselor:  Mollie Huber  

Secretary:  Debbie Stewart  

Nurse/Attendance:  

Gwen Franklin  
 

 

Van Vleck Mission 

Statement 

VAN VLECK INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT THROUGH A 

SOLIDIFIED PARTNERSHIP WITH 
THE COMMUNITY WILL 

INNOVATIVELY CHALLENGE 
EACH STUDENT TO ACHIEVE 
MAXIMUM POTENTIAL AND 

SUCCESS IN A POSITIVE SAFE, 
AND STIMULATING 

ENVIRONMENT.  

 

VVISD Team  

 
Administration  

Athletic s 

Board of Trustees  

Business Office  

Curriculum  

Instructional Staff  

Custodians  

Extra -Curricular  

Food Services  

Maintenance  

Operations  

School Safety  

Special Programs  

Technology  

 

VVISD Administration 

Greg Bagby 

Patti Bertsch 

Gayle Blackmon 
Kristi Champion 
Christie Dement 
Pat Hackworth 

Randy Keys 
Julie Labay 

John R. hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
Louis Ryman 

Liz Sidney 
Kim Wied 
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Submitted by: Christie Dement   cdement@vvisd.org 


